
Week 6 Good Friday April 10, 2020 Theme: Thorns1 
 
Opening Prayer:2  
Grieving God, on the cross your Son embraced death even as he had embraced 
life: faithfully and with good courage. Grant that we who have been born out of 
his wounded side may hold fast to our faith in him exalted and may find mercy in 
all times of need. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading John 19: 1-11 
 
Jill Duffield’s Perspective on Good Friday3  
That crown of thorns, designed to mock, represents the suffering servant who 
came to save. The Friday that goes black in the middle of the day marks the time 
when the light of the world overcomes all darkness. The purple robe of 
humiliation wraps all humanity in the love of God. The good of the One on the 
cross restores the God-created goodness of each one of us. Today is Good Friday 
when we know without doubt the radical, transformative, saving grace of God 
who takes on the sin of the world, for our sake, even though we cry, “Crucify 
him.”  
 
Reflection Questions4  

1. What does Good Friday mean to you?  
2. What moves you most about this scene between Jesus, Pilate, and the 

crowd?  
3. Take some time and look at the artistic renderings of this story on the 

second page. What strikes you about those depictions?  
 
Closing Prayer5 
Lord, on this Good Friday, we repent of all the ways we participate in 
perpetuating cruelty. We confess how often we dismiss our complicity with evil. 
We turn our heads, unable to look at suffering, when instead we are called to see 
fully what our sin has wrought. On this Good Friday, we recognize the depth of 
our sin in order to receive and rejoice in the expanse of your grace. Amen.  

 
1 This Lent Study is based on Lent in Plain Sight, A Devotion through 10 Objects by Jill Duffield (Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2020). Available for Purchase on Amazon 
2 Vanderbilt Divinity School Revised Common Lectionary, Year A, Good Friday. Link Here 
3 Lent in Plain Sight, p. 152 
4 Lent in Plain Sight, p. 152 
5 Lent in Plain Sight p.153 



  
 

1 Crucifixion in the Cathedral of the Diocese of 
Tenancingo in Mexico 

2 Deposition by Michelangelo, Vatican City 

3 The Kiss of Judas (Giotto in Padua, Italy) 


